CHARLES  V.  OF  GERMANY.                  219

For aivhile the Hansa were able to keep their rivals
in check, worrying them by piracy on the one hand,
and insisting on their ancient claims and trade rights
on the other.

But Charles V. had ascended the throne; the
greatest emperor that had ever governed in Germany
since his namesake Charles the Great. He was ruler
not only of Germany, but of Spain and the Nether-
lands, and to the latter people he was especially well
disposed. He looked with no friendly eye upon the
League, which made itself a power within his territory,
and he was not sorry to see it weakened by competi-
tion. When the Sound, their Danish Hellespont, the
gold mine of the League, continued to be jealously
guarded by them, and its navigation denied to other
nations, Charles V. declared quite openly that " he
would rather miss three royal crowns, than that his
Burgunders should be excluded from the Sound."
This was a sort of challenge to the Hansa. Let us
hear how other circumstances came about to enforce
it from other quarters.

It may be remembered that since the days of
Waldemar Atterdag, the League had always had a
voice in the election of a ruler to one of the three
northern kingdoms, and that it regarded with no
friendly eye the attempts made at a union of those
kingdoms under one common head.

In 1513 Christian II. had ascended the Danish
throne. He was an unscrupulous and cruel ruler,
known to posterity as the Nero of the North. Before
ascending the throne of Denmark he had been
governor of Norway, and in that capacity had con-